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April 22, 1999

Dockets Management Branch
FDA

5630 Fishers Lane

Room 1601

Rockville, MD 20852

Dear FDA:

T am writing today O express my strong objection to costly and unnecessary rules, which you have been
asked to consider by the Center for Science il the Public Interest.

As @ stale represcntative, 1 have represented the oyster industry for roany yecacs and noderstand the
difficulties faced by farmers, proccssors and others who rely on shellfish, The economic damage inflicted
upon these people by the proposed rules will be tremendous.

Most people in this industry ewn small operations with little financial stability and fow cash rescrves.
Foreing them to comply with mandatory treatment will drive many out of the business altogether and
greatly reduce their limited profits even further. Simply stated, they cannot afford the costly equipmeant or
absorb the lower consurmer derand that will result from treated oyaters.

Consufners should have a choice between treated oysters and fresh oysters. The small number of people
who miay be at risk should beed the ample health warnings available where fresh oysters are sold and
assurne their own Jevel of personal responsibility.

The A;Jabama Deparunent of Public Health bas always worked with FDA in providing necessary

inspections a'nd' closings of the water wher it was thought to be contaminated, and certainly has always
Pt the public interest first and foremost. This ruls would canse much hardship 1 the small business
opergtors.

Lurge fDA te reject these crippling rules and to allow other appropriate independent seatc and national
bodies such as ISSC to continae their sducational and oversight activities as they have in the past.

Sincerely,
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Walter Peory

wP: hwj

TOTHRL P @2

Gppusd ' c 22



FrROM

The Beuerman Miller Group LLC Fax MNO. Apr. 23 1999 11:13AM

COALITION FOR CONSUMER CHOICE

210 Baronne Street » Suite 1022 ¢« New Orleans » Louisiana » 70112
504.524.3342 phone, : $04.524.3344 fax

50 v
TO: ¥DA/Dockets Management Branch - Room 1601
FROM: Alabama House¢ of REpresentatives

DATE: 4/23/99

PAGES: 2, including cover

RE: ?Ster/shellfish ruling

P1



